
Coaches and Parents,  

As many have probably heard West Texas Youth Baseball games were cancelled on Sunday 
7/12. This was the toughest call that our program has had to make in 15 years of baseball. I 
want to make clear exactly why that happened and what our steps are for finishing the season. 

In order to play baseball, West Texas Youth Baseball made assurances to the City of Amarillo 
and the City of Canyon that we would follow all the state governmental mandates that were 
being put in place. It was stressed in these early meetings that compliance was necessary not 
only for this summer’s game but also to preserve the ability to use these facilities into the fall of 
2020 and beyond. Both municipalities were accommodating to us and allowed us to reinstitute 
baseball under these conditions. On July 2, Governor Abbott issued executive order GA-29, 
upping the requirements, including the addition of certain restrictions for the use of face masks 
during public gatherings. 

As games progressed on Saturday and Sunday, our organization witnessed many participants, 
coaches and attendees that were not following guidelines issued by the state at both the 
Canyon and Amarillo fields. There was no specific shut down order issued from either city, but 
West Texas Youth Baseball made the call to cancel activities on Sunday in order to reassess 
our lack of compliance. 

West Texas Youth Baseball is committed to finishing the season. However, to preserve this 
organization’s future we also must do what we promised. The rules are simple and must be 
followed. We do not have the manpower to enforce these rules ourselves. It will take all parents, 
coaches and players understanding the rules and following them to proceed.  

There are only 2 weeks left in the season. We ask you for full compliance and self policing of 
these rules or we will cancel and reassess for the fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rules: 

1. All attendees 10 years or older must wear face coverings. 
1. Face coverings must be worn when entering or exiting the ballpark. 
2. Face coverings must be worn when walking around, going to the restroom 

or getting concessions.  
3. You can remove your facemask while sitting as long as you maintain more 

than 6 feet of distance between you and the next group (non family). 
2. Players 10 or older must wear face covering in the dugout. 

1. We recognize that our facilities do not allow for more than 6 feet space in 
dugouts. 

2. Therefore, players will wear face covering (e.g. mask, bandana, gaiter) 
while in the dugout 

3. While on the field and during play, players can remove their face covering. 
3. Coaches must wear face covering. 

1. Coaches should wear a face covering at all times when in the dugout. 
2. Coaches do not need to wear facemask during physical exertion (during 

warmup or batting practice) 
3. Coaches should wear a mask when having close interactions with players. 

Examples of this are the mound visit (don’t let other players attend this 
meeting), the one-on-one conversation with a player, the pre/post game 
team meeting, etc. 

4. Maximum of 3 Coaches per dugout 
4. Umpires must wear a face covering when they can’t maintain 6 foot social 

distancing. 
5. League Officials must wear a face covering when they can’t maintain 6 foot 

social distancing. 

Only exception: 

For anyone who can not wear a face covering due to health issues, they must maintain a 
minimum 6 foot distance at all times from anyone while in the facility. If you are uncomfortable 
with these rules or do not feel like you can accommodate them due to health reasons, we 
encourage you to stay home and take this next two weeks off.  

  

Rob Woods 
Director of West Texas Youth Baseball 

 


